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22 May 1969

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: H.Con.Res. 80 . Persecution of the Jews in USSR

On the basis of the attached and pursuant to his request of
yesterday, advised David Muchow, Bureau of the Budget, that the
factual reports made in previous years by the Agency on the subject of
H.Con.Res. B0 (persecution of the Jews in the USSR) are still applicable
with the addition that in the summer of 1968 there had been a publication
and distribution of some 10, 000 prayer books. Mr. Muchow asked if
we would have any problems with State's position against Government
action condemning the USSR, and in favor of persuasion through private
means. Itold him it would be inappropriate for us fo comment on the
foreign policy aspects involved, which he eeemed to appreciate.
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A small edition (3,000 copies) of the Jewish
prayerbook was published in 1958, and finally,
after repeated promises, another edition (10,000)
was printed 10 years later. This reportedly was
issued to the Moscow Central Synagogue in the
summer of 1968, and is said to be in process of
distribution now. A small edition of a Jewish
calendar--in Russian and Hebrew--was also printed
in 1968.
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23 January 1968

Pho Position of Jews in the UINR

Jows in the Soviet Union are in theo unique positilon
of being officlally regarded both as a aationality and
a6 o veliglous group. This duality complicates thelyr
ctatus in an officinlily sthelstic country where agy attack
an the Jowish vellgion boconos inceperable from an atitack
on the Jowish natlonalilly as a whole. Thoir vulnerabllity
1s incveased by the fact that thoy ave widely scatiteored
throuzhout the Soviet Unlon, unlilke most othor nationalltl
which have thelr cwn Torvit »ial homelands. They ave alsc
the only Soviet nntionality with & majordty of its total
worid populatlon living cutside tho USSR-=-a fact wiich
doos 1ittle to allay roglue suspiclons ol Jewish cultural
and religious trodlilons. :

Neither as a nationallly nor ad & roliglous guoup
Jdo Jows veceive the vighis granted other such gooups 1n
the USSR, Ia the last soviot census 2,268,000 peoplo
specified tuelw nationality as Jowlsh. This is about oue
pewcent of the total Soviot populatlon and waaks thoe Jews
19tk in nuombor amony tho NOYO than 100 nationalitics in
the Soviet Union. wrovertholess, 4¢ 1ls <he only naticaw
ality which does not have schools taught dn dts national
ianguage. There are Lo nowepapers published in Yiddisi
nlthouzh the Moris--a tiay primitive Asian gvoup of ahout
205,000-=have 17 newspabhers and the Yalkuig—-a similar
small Asian group of about 236,000=~liave Z5 now3papord.
A litevary megasine which began publicaticn in 1061 as
a bimonthly, and iz now & monthly is the only rogular |
viddich publication. Its contents are cavefully conformist,
iacking any flavor of a notional culture, and it is printed
in only 25,000 coples. A bandful of amateur theatrical
groups nade up of Jows who band together after working
pours exists on & morginal basis giving occagional councerts
and veadings in Yiddish. Thero is ko stato~supporied
Jewlsh theatev, elthourh governuonl subsidies ave given
to other national tboaters.,
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211 roliglonz in the Sovied Unicn oxist undey diilil=
culties, but Judaisum is subject Lo spocial discriminatlon.
Jowieh congrozations bave kot been ailowoed to octalklish
aay contyal ovganlmation, and have nothing comparabie o
“ho Holy Syned oi the Lussdan Grthodox Church ox the
mosleon Doavd for Central Aslia and Yozmakhstan. Bibles,
hymnals and prayeriooks for the othoevw "pecopnized” veliglons
cro printed Lalnly resulavly. |Sipwe bave boan repeated
promises by woglme spolosnon +hat o now edition of th
Jowlash prayewbook would e alloved, but none has becn
sroducod since a small edition (3,000 coples) inm 19557
The other najor ecciesiasiicul bodics ave authowizcd o
produce a variely o? wolisicus aviicles such as chureh
vossols, vesltnents ov crucifixes., The woductlon of
proayver shawls and phylactovies ic probiblied to Jovs.

Tor the ostiwmated 40,000,000 Russian Crthodox thoeve ave
obout 20,000 churches (a watlo of 1 to 2,000y, Towr tho
3,000,000 Baptisis thewo aze roushly 6,000 pavishes {(or
i 4o 500). For the cstimatod 1,000,000 Jewish bellovers,
howover, there ave conly boitwoon 60 and 70 synagogucs

{ox 1 for each 14,000 bollicvers).

Most religlous groups malntaln educational iustitutions
Lo tho priesthood, The Rusoinn Cethodoxn have two acodenios
and 5 semlnavies; tho losloms have o wmadrassa. A yoeshiva
wan ogtablished in oscow in 1967, bui lower than J{ive
vabbils wore ever graduxted. A rocent visitor was Told
chat no ¢abbls ave now boelng crained theve, dua to
difficultics encountered by would=be students in oblalaing
pormission to live in Hoscow, Whon o vabhi dies, tho
synagogue is clozed.

wor those Jows who wish to mako thely way as

aadnmilatod Soviet cliizons, howoved, the prospocis ara

ot atl black. Whilo thoy have lost the strong position
at top lovels o Tho Conmuniot Party which they held aftor
tho Revolutlon and ave virtually excluded fLrom "genaitive"
avons of the burcaucwacy and tho GVRY, thoy are well
reprosonted in artistilc and profossional circlem. Jows
probably havo a higher sncomo than other groups, altbough
ie i somothlag of & disadvantage iz caveow toves to be
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Jowish. Many 1iboral Sev ot inteolloctunls have wcacied

aocdnst the long history ol anti-Somitisu ia the Scoviet
Uaioa bj cnphasizlaz tholr sywpathy with the victins ol
discrimination,.

In veceut youls many yowng Jews bave crowded into
tho syanpgogues and mnﬂsod in thoe sireets cutsido fov
colebrations of Simkhat Tordbk or Losh Hashanah, Thedr
participa@ion 1 probably duge at least az much To &
lﬁugiug for color and onimation amldst tho drabress of

Jovier life and to a dethul seairch for Adentity as To
foronl yeligious beliols. hore wore many ropoxts ol
privatoly oxprossed peide in and identilication with
Isvael at the timo of the Arab-Israellvav aast JLRO. ﬁé7

the ofiiclal Soviet positica 6f suppox L Lor tho
Avabs during and gince the war lont dndiwect support
‘o the latent pagul v anti-Sentition iz tho Soviet Uanloa
and resulted in move opon exprosslions of prejudice dn:
privave canvorﬂwtians. Isoluted onti-fonmitic imeldaenis
wore veported to have occurved during June bul thore is
no ovidence tbaﬁ tho vegiwme apon-or@d actiong agalnst
Soviet JSowa,
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IN THE IIOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVISS -

January 14, 1969

Mr. Axnuwnzio submitted the following concurrent resolution; which was
referred (o the Committee on Foreign Affairs :

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

Whereas the Congress of the United States deeply believes in
frecdom of religion for all people and is opposed to infringe-

ment of this freedom anywhere in the world; and

Whereas abundant evidence has made clear that the Govern-
ment of the Soviet Union is persccuting Jewish citizens by
singling themn out for extreme punishment for alleged cco-
nomic offenses, by confiscating synagogues, by closing Jew-
ish cemoterics, by arresting rabbis and lay religious leaders,
by curtailing religious ohservauces, by diseriminating against
Jews in enltural activities and access to higher education,
by imposing restrictions that prevent the reuniting of Jows
with their familics in other lands, and by other acts thai

oppress Jows in the free exercise of their faith; and

Whereas the Soviet Union has a clear opportunity to mateh
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ligion with specific actions so that the world nay know
whether there is a genuine hope for a new day of hetter

understanding among all people: N ow, therefore, be it
Resolved by the Ilouse of Lepresentatives (the Senate
concurring), That it is the sense of the Congress that perse-
cution of any persons because of their religion by the Soviet
Union be condemned, and that the Soviet Union in the
name of 'dc‘ooncy and humanity cease exccuting persous for
alleged economic offenses, and fully permit the free exercise

of religion and the pursuit of culture by Jews and all others

W T o U W D R

within it borders.
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s . CON. RES. 80
CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

To expre

ss the sense of Congress against the

Persecution of persons by Soviet Russia be-
cause of their religion.

By Mr. Axxunzio

JANUARY 14,1969
Referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairg

Approved For Release 2001/11/01 : CIA-RDP71B00364R000300170029-6




ATAYS A B 4L

Approved For Release 2001/11/01 : CIA RDP71BOO364R000300170029 6

1 ALLASSHWIH [ | conwivi A || SECREI |
H .
! CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY g
OFFICIAL ROUTING SLiP |
TO NAME AND ADDRESS DATE INITIALS ¥
/ - 25X1A  *
Yl .
o

ILLEGIB .

RS NA A 14

!
1
}
l
{
|
5 1
|
1
|
|
|

6
ACTION DIRECT REPLY PREPARE REPLY
APPROVAL DISPATCH RECOMMENDATION
COMMENT : FILE RETURN
CONCURRENCE INFORMATION SIGNATURE

Remarks:

- Attached are some comments on the S
position of the Jewish community in‘
the USSR, in response to the request

made yesterday through the Office of

the legislative Counsel. The matorial

can be used on an unclassified basis.
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